purposes of carrying on the Sabbath and the laws of a public fast, one 
is accustomed to follow the view of R. Meir.” R. Jacob bar Aha in the 
name of R. Yohanan: “Also with regard to the rules governing the 
reading of the scroll of Esther, all are accustomed to follow the view of 
R. Meir.” 


3. 1:3: R. Berekhiah, R. Helbo, Ulla Biriayyah, R. Eleazar in the name of 
R. Haninah: “In time to come the Holy One, blessed be he, will be 
made into the head of the dance of the righteous in time to come.” 


4. I:4: R. Helbo, R. Hama bar Guria in the name of R. Hama bar Uqba in 
the name of R. Yosé b. Haninah, “‘Family by family,’ [with reference 
to the following verse: ‘That these days should be remembered and 
kept throughout every generation, in every family, province, and city, 
and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the 
Jews, nor should commemoration of these days cease among their 
descendants’ (Est. 9:28). On the basis of this statement we derive the 
law that the watches of the priesthood and the Levites are to refrain 
from labor. [In the week in which their work at the Temple in 
Jerusalem is to carry out the sacrifices and song, on the day the scroll 
of Esther is read, they should refrain from their work and listen to the 
scroll. J” 


XVII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 2:5 


[A] ALL ARE VALID TO READ THE SCROLL, EXCEPT FOR A DEAF-MUTE, AN IDIOT, AND A 
MINOR. 


1. I:1: Said R. Mattenah, “This represents the view of R. Yosé [in 
excluding the deaf-mute, in the theory that the reader must hear what 
he is saying.” Said R. Yosé, “We considered ruling that where R. Yosé 
and rabbis differ, it is with regard to reciting the Shema, for in that 
regard, scripture stated, ‘Hear [O Israel,’ indicating that the person 
must hear what he is saying]. But with regard to other religious duties, 
that is not the case. “On the basis of what R. Mattenah has said, ‘It is 
the view of R. Yosé, that is to say that the same rule applies [in his 
view] to the Shema and to other commandments.” 


[B] R. JUDAH DECLARES VALID IN THE CASE OF A MINOR. 


1. II:1: Judah declares valid in the case of a minor [M. 2:4B]. Said R. 
Judah, “I was a minor, and I read it before R. Tarfon in Lud, and he 
accepted me” [cf. M. 2:4B]. They said to him, “You were a minor, 


